
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 27 June 2002] 

 p12354b-12354b 
Mr Matt Birney; Mr Clive Brown 

 [1] 

BOTTLE CREEK MINE SITE 

1907. Mr Birney to the Minister for State Development 

With reference to a paper titled ‘Ecosystem Function Analysis monitoring of the decommissioned Bottle Creek 
Minesite (1998-2001)’ by K Anderson and E Bouwhuis from the Department of Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources presented at the 2000 Workshop on Environmental Management in Arid and Semi-Arid areas - 

(a) will the Minister provide copies of all departmental correspondence sent to the tenement 
holders when the Department requested the owners, Norgold Limited, to undertake 
rehabilitation works to repair damage caused by the cyclone; 

(b) if not, why not; 

(c) is it correct that an environmental inspector from the department visited the site on 24 
September 1996 and a report was produced detailing a number of issues that required attention 
prior to either bond being retired; 

(d) if yes, will the Minister provide a copy of the report and any departmental correspondence sent 
to the holder of the tenements; 

(e) is it correct that part of the paper states ‘the close-out inspection identified two issues that had 
not been resolved to the satisfaction of the Department. One was the possibility of acid rock 
drainage emanating seepage from some of the remaining structures and the other issue was that 
of the presence of feral goats within the fenced area’; 

(f) if yes, what were the specific remaining structures and will the Minister provide departmental 
correspondence sent to the tenement holders and Government departments concerning both of 
the two issues identified; 

(g) will the Minister explain how the Pastoral Lessee’s from Perrinvale, Riverina and Walling 
Rock Stations accepted all responsibility and obligations associated with the use, maintenance 
and rehabilitation of the infrastructure mentioned in the paper above under the Mining 
Act 1978 and Regulations; and 

(h) if not, why not? 

Mr BROWN replied: 

I am advised : 

The Department has extensive, detailed information on the Bottle Creek mine that goes back to 1987 
(some 15 1/2 years). The relevant files can be made available for the Hon Member to view on his request. If you 
wish to pursue this matter then please contact Mining Operations Division staff at the Department of Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources to arrange for a briefing on the project and access to the relevant files. 

__________ 
 


